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gies are accused of failing to carry out the promises of their
childhood ; it is observed that the brilliant abilities of their
early years have not been guarantees of extraordinary success
in their careers as grown men. A child, whose drawings
were wonderful at four years old, has become a wretched
dauber, as an established artist. A musician, who enchanted
his audience at eight years old, has grown up a very mediocre
performer.

This remark is just, and the fact is explicable thus : If
the little prodigies have not become great men, it is because
they have not cultivated their faculties; because they have
allowed sloth and disuse to extinguish their talents. It does
not suffice to possess natural abilities for a science, or an art,
work and study must strengthen and develop them. Little
prodigies are outstripped in their career by hard workers, as
is natural. They have come upon earth with remarkable
faculties which they had acquired during a previous life, but
they have done nothing to develop those faculties, which
have remained as they were at the moment of terrestrial birth.
The man of genius ia the man who unceasingly cultivates and
perfects such great natural aptitudes and faculties as he has
been endowed with at his birth.

The predominance of particular faculties in certain children
is not to be explained according to the common philosophy
which discerns the creation of a new soul in the birth of every
infant. They are, on the contrary, easily explicable according
to the doctrine of re-incarnations, indeed they are no more than
a corollary of that' doctrine. Everything is comprehensible if
a life, anterior to the present, be admitted. The individual